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June 17, 2026  Public Hearing Minutes 
  Land Development Regulation 

Commission 

 
The Marion County Land Development Regulation Commission met on June 17, 2026, at 5:30 
p.m. in the Board of County Commissioners Auditorium, 601 SE 25th Avenue, Ocala, Florida. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman David Tillman called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Kimberly Lamb called roll, and the quorum was confirmed. 
Board members present were Chairman David Tillman, Vice Chairman Gene Losito, Erica 
Larson, Robert Stepp, Nate Chambers, and Jimmy Gooding. Richard Busche was not present 
during the roll call, but the Chair confirmed his attendance on record at 5:39 p.m., immediately 
after roll and previous minutes were approved. 
 
Staff members present were Chief Assistant County Attorney Dana Olesky, Assistant County 
Administrator Tracy Straub, Growth Services Director Chuck Varadin, Growth Services 
Deputy Director Ken Weyrauch, Development Review Coordinators Elizabeth Madeloni and 
Elizabeth Cotos, Parks & Recreation Director Jim Couillard, Project Coordinator Susan Heyen, 
Growth Services Administrative Manager Autumn Williams, and Administrative Staff Assistant 
Kimberly Lamb. 
 
Chairman David Tillman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Following the adoption of the minutes, Board Member Jimmy Gooding disclosed a conflict of 
interest regarding the item on this evening’s agenda. He noted for the record that he would 
still participate in the discussion of the item, although he is not a voting member at tonight's 
hearing.  
 
Chairman David Tillman opened the meeting by welcoming the new board member, Jimmy 
Gooding, and expressing appreciation for their willingness to serve. He then provided a brief 
overview of how the meeting would proceed, outlining the order of the agenda items and 
explaining the process for discussion and public comment. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PROOF OF PUBLICATION  
 
Kimberly Lamb read the Proof of Publication and advised that the meeting was properly 
advertised. 
 

1. ADOPT THE FOLLOWING MINUTES 
 
LDRC Board Member Nate Chambers made a motion to adopt the minutes from the 
June 3, 2026, meeting. The motion was seconded by Board Member Robert Stepp. 
The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
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2. SCHEDULED ITEMS 
 
2.1 PUBLIC HEARING - Presentation and Consideration for Proposed Marion 
County Land Development Code (LDC) Article 6, Division 7 Tree Protection 
and Replacement 
 
Jim Couillard, Parks & Recreation Director, opened the discussion regarding this 
item.  

 
LDRC Board Members voiced their recommendations and comments regarding the 
current language. 
 
The following member of the public spoke during Public Comment: 
 

1. Paul Sanders – 9862 SW 74th Avenue, Ocala 
• Expressed concern regarding his previously approved PUD if he would have to 

change it once this code goes into effect. He also questioned his buffer zone 
and how it would be affected by the developer.  

 
LDRC Board Member Gene Losito made a motion to recommend approval as 
amended to the Board of County Commissioners Hearing on July 8, 2026. Motion was 
seconded by Board Member Erica Larson. Motion passed unanimously (6-0)  
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 
 

3.1 Next Public Hearing - Section 6.7: Tree Protection and Replacement 
Continuation of the BCC Second Public Hearing Scheduled for July 8, 2026, 
at 9:00 a.m., to be held in the McPherson Governmental Campus Auditorium. 
Note: The Next LDRC Workshop will be at the Growth Services Main Training 
Room on July 1, 2026, at 5:30 pm 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The workshop adjourned at 7:06 p.m. 
 
                                __________________________ 
Attest:       David Tillman, Chairman 
 
____________________________________ 
Kimberly Lamb, Administrative Staff Assistant  
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David Tillman Chairman X  X X X X X X X  X X X             

Chris Howson Board 
Member X X  X X X  X  X                

Gene Losito Vice 
Chairman X X  X  X   X X X X X             

Richard Busche Board 
Member X X X X X X X X X X X X X             

Robert Stepp Board 
Member  X X     X   X X X             

Erica Larson Board 
Member X   X X X X X  X X X X             

Nate Chambers 
Board 

Member 
*As of 1/20/26 

*  X X   X X X X X X X             

Jimmy Gooding 
Alt. Board 
Member 
*As of 

6/17/26 
-            *             

Marco Mariti 
Alt. Board 
Member 
*As of 

6/17/26 
-                         

 

- N/A 

X Present: attendance is counted towards the quorum 

* Alternate Present; attendance not counted towards quorum 
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