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BACKGROUND

1.1. Amendment 1 proposes modifications to the Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) for SW/NW
80t / 70™" Avenue, dated November 2021.

1.2. Changes to corridor conditions since approval of the original PER present alternatives which are
more favorable to Marion County’s goals and objectives.

1.3. Following is a list of salient corridor changes:

e Additional Development of the NW 70t"-80™ Avenue corridor with World Equestrian Center
(WEC) traffic.

e Potential development of large track of land southwest of the SR 40 intersection.

e Continued increase in the cost of land, which directly impacts DRA and ROW acquisition
costs.

e Ongoing and planned development of large tracks of land south of the Ocala airport (KOCF).

e Ongoing design for the improvements to segment one of this corridor and SW 38 Street.

PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS

1.4. Alignment: No change to approved alignment as part of Amendment 1.
1.5. ROW Width: No change in approved ROW width as part of Amendment 1.

1.6. Feasible DRA Locations: To reflect changing conditions along the corridor, more current
property pricing and availability information, the feasible locations for DRAs have been updated
to include parcel 23-304-000-00, parent tract to optional DRA location 13C, as shown in the
attached figures.
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EMINENT DOMAIN CONSIDERATIONS

1.7. Public Purpose

This project intends to facilitate public transportation by creating an interconnected corridor
of 4-lane divided roadways with bike lanes and utilities as needed, which will extend from NE 36"
Avenue to CR 225A and then south along NW 70" and 80™ Avenues to SR 200, all together
approximately 20 miles.

1.8. Necessity

The portion of the transportation corridor addressed by the PER, and which is part of this
Amendment 1, is a necessary and integral part of the overall corridor discussed above. Other
corridor segments to the east are under construction or have already been constructed.

1.9. Consideration of Alternatives

Several alternatives for corridor alignment, ROW width and location of DRAs were
considered under the original PER and as part of this Amendment 1. DRA location 13C has become
feasible due to changes in corridor conditions as described above. It is this new alternative which is
being proposed. This will bring the total alternatives investigated for this DRA to three (3), more
specifically, 13A, 13B and now 13C.

1.10. Environmental Concerns

Environmental and Cultural surveys were conducted on the alternative being proposed here
as 13C and no fatal flaws were found.

1.11. Long range Plan

The segment of corridor subject of this addendum is part of a long-range plan to create a
loop system of roadways serving Marion County and Ocala. This corridor includes NE-NW 35
Street from NE 36™ Avenue to NW 27" Avenue, NW 49t Street from NW 27" Avenue to CR 225A,
NW 70" and 80" Avenues to SR 200.
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1.12. Cost

Total project cost was one of the considerations in adding DRA site 13C. The property
owner for the DRFA 13C site does not oppose the take. It is estimated that the cost of acquisition

for DRA 13C will be lower than other alternatives.

1.13. Safety

The changes proposed as part of this Amendment 1 to the PER do not affect the safety
features and design for the roadway. The additional DRA site 13C is proposed to be designed in
accordance with applicable Marion County’s design standards as modified and approved by the

Office of the County Engineer.
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