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Agenda

1. Public Engagement Review

2. SB180 Planning

3. Bring Backs
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Public Engagement Review

Public Engagement Since 2024

8 citizen workshops were conducted in all four 
parts of the County

At these workshops we listened to the community on 
their concerns and interests in the growth of the 
county
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9 additional workshops were conducted with 
the Board of County Commissioners

These workshops focused on hot topic items that 
needed further discussion and vetting

2024 Engagement

2025 Engagement

Nearly 700 responses were gathered using an online 
survey to supplement the public workshops

8 workshops were also conducted with the Board of 
County Commissioners

The Board went line-by-line of all the proposed changes to 
the Comprehensive Plan

A new survey recently launch to gathered feedback on 
the proposed revisions

2 workshops were held in person to gain public input
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Marion Oaks Workshop – 7/30/2025
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Attendance ~ 70 attendees

Board input – 166 voting dots, 86% were green

Comments – 28 sticky notes

Silver Springs Workshop – 8/9/2025
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Attendance ~ 20 attendees

Board input – 23 voting dots, 96% were green

Comments – 9 sticky notes
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Public workshop summary with pics
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1. Recreation and open space

2. Conservation

1. Future Land Use Element
(Office and commercial in

residential uses)

2. Slightly mixed views on
the PSA form-based code

Topics with the most support

Topics with a few concerns

Resident Online Survey
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The online survey was created by 
Kimley-Horn utilizing Survey123.

- Launched on July 25th, 2025
- Closed on August 31st, 2025

The content mirrored that of the in-person 
workshop and residents were able to provide 

comments on major element revisions, 
PSAs, and provide general feedback

IN TOTAL, THERE WERE

150
ONLINE SURVEY PARTICIPANTS
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Resident Input Survey Trends

Conservation Element

Solid Waste Revisions

Recreation and Open 
Space Element

Economic Element

Planned Service Areas 
(PSAs)
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Future Land Use Element 
(FLUE)

Transportation Element

Majority supported A few concerns

Community Quotes
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- “These are worthy revisions
and conservation is important”

- “Great job, folks!”

- “Marion County is too
sprawled out to make that 
concept [PSAs] feasible”

- “Excellent idea, mixed-use
residential is something we're

seriously lacking.”

- “I like all of it, and am happy
to see this being so thoughtfully 

addressed.”

- The LOS updates are a good
step, but without aggressive
investment…congestion will

continue to worsen.

- “I like this [PSAs]. It’s nice to
have walkable destinations

near home.”

- “I fully support developing
PSA in the right locations.”

- “I would like to see both PSA 
1 and PSA 2 built. It would

make the entire community a
better place to live.”

- “No... We do not need this. The
shores is congested and a bottle neck. 

- “Marion Oaks is already
overcrowded. Roads need to be 

redeveloped”

- “These [FLUE] changes appear to be…limiting growth and allow for
excess overreach…within the UGB. This is poor strategy as a whole!!!
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SB 180 Planning

SB 180 Planning
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Reviewed sensitive 
policies with Staff

Retained majority of 
existing plan

Certain policies 
require additional 

review by the Board
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STRUCK - FLUE Policy 3.1.3

SB 180 Policy Review
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SPECIFIED - FLUE Policy 8.2.5

SB 180 Policy Review
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SPECIFIED
-

Transportation 
Policy 2.1.5

SB 180 Policy Review
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SPECIFIED
-

Transportation 
Policy 2.3.6

SB 180 Policy Review
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SPECIFIED
-

Transportation 
Policy 7.1.6

SB 180 Policy Review
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REVERTED & 
CORRECTED

-
Sanitary Sewer 
Objective 1.4

SB 180 Policy Review
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PARTIALLY 
REVERTED

-
Sanitary Sewer 
Objective 1.6

SB 180 Policy Review
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SPECIFIED & 
SHIFTED

-
Solid Waste 
Policy 1.2.5

SB 180 Policy Review 
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REVERTED
-

Conservation 
Policy 1.1.2

SB 180 Policy Review
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REVERTED - Conservation Policy 1.2.2

SB 180 Policy Review
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STRUCK – Conservation 1.2.4

SB 180 Policy Review
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SPECIFIED – Recreation and Open Space Policy 1.3.4

SB 180 Policy Review
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SB 180 Policy Review
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DISCUSS 
-

Transportation 
Policy 2.1.2

Bring Backs
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Data Inventory and Analysis (DIA)
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- Data Inventory and Analysis (DIA) documents are intended to present the current
data, reference statutes, and consider existing plans pertaining to all elements to
support the policies in the Comprehensive Plan.

- The revised DIA utilized the existing DIA as a base and updated the data and
sources using the most recently published resources.

- It takes into account the public, staff, and commissioner engagement feedback
from 2024-2025 and various data to tell the story behind the new 2050
Comprehensive Plan Goals, Objectives, and Policies.

- Together, these elements present a coordinated and data-driven approach to
managing Marion County’s future growth, quality of life, and environmental integrity
through 2050

Recreation and Open Space Level of Service
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Based on the revised LOS measure, Marion County has a surplus of 2,322.58 acres. 

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE TABLE 2. PARK LOS BY YEAR

Actual LOSNeeded Acreage
Park Acres     

(including regional parks 
and greenways)

Population 
(unincorporated)

8.63700.233022.81350,116
7.89765.883022.81382,940
7.33824.233022.81412,117
6.90876.123022.81438,060
6.54924.793022.81462,393
6.24968.793022.81484,397

Source: Acreage from Marion County GIS Data Center, 2024, and PRMP, 2016; Population from University of Florida’s BEBR Projections, January 2024
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Recreation and Open Space Level of Service
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Upgrade, increase # of restrooms

More equestrian parks/trails

Increase security measures

More walking and biking trails

No consensus on desired amenities; 
some common responses include:

Pools / swimming opportunities

More shade

Update/expand/build more parks

The parks are fine as is

Sports complexes

Playground/family friendly parks

Hamlet
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Current Hamlet Requirements-Scenarios
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#1 - Individual wants 5 acre “mini farm”

• Current Land Use is Rural Lands
(1 unit per 10 acres)

• Ag Zoning

• They will need to request a land use
and rezoning because they want
double the density permitted i.e. 1
unit per 5 acres

#2 - Developer wants 5 acre “mini farm”

• Can do a Hamlet-must have 40 acres
min

• Does not need a land use but does
required PUD

• Connection requirements can be
prohibitive but can request variance

• Open Space can be prohibitive (60%)
but they are getting more density
without land use amendment

PSA Discussion
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Online survey and in person workshops 
were overall supportive of PSAs

Some concerns include security, traffic, 
and potential restrictions stemming from 

the form-based code
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Proposed PSA Policies
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Proposed PSA Locations in Marion Oaks
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Proposed PSA Locations in Silver Springs Shores
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PSA Discussion
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Bike racks 
and 

infrastructure

Street trees and 
landscaped 

medians 

Allow shared 
parking 

(day/evening uses)

Small 
Blocks 

(200’ X 200’)

Reduced building setbacks with wide sidewalks or 
Multimodal trails along commercial fronts on 

collector or local streets.

Drop-off lanes (ride 
share) and bus pull 

outs (potentially)

Public Space- Parks, pocket parks, splash pads, walking trails, 
bike trails that weave through blocks, alleys for pedestrians only, 

outdoor seating and event space for local businesses

Multi-Modal 
Paths, dedicated 

bike paths

Wayfinding and signage 
consistency throughout the core 

areas with smaller signs

Decorative crosswalks 
and murals allowed on 

plain walls

Architectural design standards 
for a sense of place and 

consistent look

Limit drive 
through 
options

Reduce minimum 
parking 

standards

Consistent street lighting with some 
plain and some decorative but 

consistent in character

Narrow 
ROW-

walkable 

What we anticipate a form-based code to follow the PSA policies:

35

36



37

Question and / or comments?
Blair Knighting, AICP

Blair.Knighting@kimley-horn.com

904-828-3900
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