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May 28, 2026 

Paul Saunders 

Addendum to Member/Alternate Member Application to the County Advisory 
Committee Land Development Regulation Commission 

 

Following 52 years in the industry, I retired at the end of 2024 as the 
founder/owner/operator of a multi-million-dollar international nuclear consulting firm. The 
company’s focus was primarily on innovative strategy development and planning for 
managing liquid and solid waste streams, and hazardous material site remediation with a 
focus on environmental restoration. Those eEorts required engagement with domestic and 
international clients, local, state and national regulators, international agencies, and local 
populations. I have authored or co-authored several hundred related strategy and technical 
documents and presentations. 

My desire to serve on this committee is motivated by the insights I gained during the May 
2026 Corridor Connect+ LIVE Landowner Workshops and Expo, and the significant volume 
of development that is occurring in Marion County that appears to have an equally 
significant negative impact on the county’s environmental health and aesthetic quality. My 
wife and I have resided in 4 states and in 3 counties in Florida. Based on that experience, I 
believe that Marion County could and should modify their planning strategies and 
development codes to improve those processes, targeting recognition as a leader in high 
quality environmental management. My overarching goal is to contribute to solutions for 
long-term environmental sustainability and to be part of a legacy that we as residents and 
contributors can be proud of. Much of my life has, and continues to involve outdoor 
activities including those associated with maintaining and improving our small horse farm 
here in Ocala, and horseback and bicycle riding on trails within several of the area’s 
recreational sites. 

As someone that built a very successful career out of finding innovative solutions to a 
myriad of challenges, I strongly believe that mutually agreeable strategies and codes 
should be developed rapidly, but thoughtfully, that protect the environment and wildlife in 
consideration of human need, and provide economic and aesthetic benefit to developers 
and the county to the extent practical. 


