
Memorandum 

Marion County 
Board of County Commissioners 

Headquarters - Ocala Public Library 

2710 E. Silver Springs Blvd. 
Ocala, FL 34470 
Phone: 352-671-8551 

To: Mounir Bouyounes, County Administrator 

Thru: Angel Roussel, Assistant County Administrator 

From: Julie Sieg, Library DirectornJls 

Date: 12/21/2021 (JI v 

Re: Naming new branch library 

Per Commission policy 14-02, titled Naming and Renaming of County Properties (attached), 
this memo serves as step one in the Commission naming process. 

Marion County has committed to establishing a branch library within the Mary Sue Rich 
Community Center at Reed Place facility, currently under construction by the City of 
Ocala. The establishment of a branch library within the community center follows extension 
conversation between the City, the County and the Library, resulting in the execution of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (attached) between the City of Ocala and Marion County, 
dated January 5th, 2021. The reason the library needs to be named separately from the facility 
is because it will be a new service point and a branch of the Marion County Public Library 
System, a department of Marion County. The branch will initially exist within the space of a 
City-owned facility but may not remain in this facility for the duration of service, necessitating 
a library branch name separate from the facility. The branch library will be a full-service 
library with County Library staff, library materials, computers, programs and other 
resources. The community center is being constructed on the site of the previous and long­
standing Royal Oak charcoal plant, adjacent to the City Recharge Park. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or would like additional information. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Empowering Marion for Success 

marionfl.org 



COMMISSION POLICY 14-02 

NAMING AND RENAMING OF COUNTY PROPERTIES 

It is the policy of the Marion County Board of County Commissioners that procedures for 
naming and renaming of County properties shall be as follows: 

1. Properties identified as needing a name or renaming shall be submitted to the County 
Administrator in writing. 

2. The County Administrator shall place the conespondence on the BCC Agenda for action. 

3. A statement of the reasons for naming a facility and a brief summary of the purpose and 
history of the facility and facility site will be prepared by the department most closely 
associated with operation conducted at the site (Interested Department). 

4. The County, through the Interested Department, shall solicit name suggestions from 
schools, community groups, a press release to the media, neighborhood or community 
newsletter and other means to inform the public of the need for a name. 

5. The County Administrator shall appoint a Staff Ad Hoc Facilities Naming Committee. 
This committee shall have 5 - 7 members. Members shall include a representative of the 
Commissioner whose district the facility is located, a representat1v e of the County 
Administrator's Office, a representative of the Interested Department who will act as 
chair and secretary, a representative of the Historical Commission.and the remaining 
members shall be chosen from interested citizens. 

6. The Committee shall in its report consider at least the following raatters: 

a. The special relationship, if any, the proposed name bears to the property being 
named. 

b. If there is a donation of the property to the County, the 'vishes of the donor. 
c. Other names related to the property. 
d. The natural features, wildlife and natural history of the site. 
e. The special wishes of a community partner in the developm·,~nt or management of 

the site. 
f. If the proposed name is that of a natural person, whether or not such person is 

then living and if deceased, how long the person has been 'deceased. 
g. Such other matters as the Committee may deem appropria£c. 

7. The Committee shall submit up to three names in rank order to tl•· County Administrator 
for comment. 



' ( 

8. The County Administrator will then submit the Committee Report and the 
recommendations to the County Commission for consideration. 1 

Notwithslanding the aforementioned policy, the County Commission ma:·. aLits discretion. 
choose to exempt itscl r from this po I icy on a case-by-case basis. 

This policy replaces Policy 95-01. 

Date of Adoption: June 3, 2014 



:\1EMORANDUiV1 OF UNDERSTANDING 13ETWEEN 
l\JARION COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMlVJISSIONERS AND 

CITY OF OCALA FOR BRANCH LIBRARY SERVICES AT THE 
MARY SUE RICH COMMUNITY CENTER AT REED PLACE 

This Memorandum of Understanding (''MOU") is made on this5~ day of~'""' 1A1A ('1.-1 , 2021 
("Effective Date''), by and between: ~~ 

• Marion County, a political subdivision of the State of Florida ("County''), 

• City of Ocala, a Florida municipal corporation ("City"). 

WHEREAS 

A. County is dedicated to the provision of library services for Marion County citizens. 

B. County and City aspire to provide ready access to library services to Marion County citizens, 
paiiicularly those living in west Ocala in order to dramatically improve quality of life. 

C. City agrees to construct the Mary Sue Rich Community Center at Reed Place located at 1921 Northwest 
17th Place. Ocala. Florida ("the Center"), and to include designated space for a branch library. 

D. County agrees to make initial and ongoing investments in the provision of library services at the Center 
pursuant to the following terms. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties to this Memorandum mutually agree to the following: 

l. Incorporation of Recitals._ The parties agree that the above Recitals are true and correct, and hereby 
incorporate their terms and provisions herein for all purposes. 

2. Purpose. The purpose of this tvlemorandum is to establish the terms an'd conditions under which 
the County and City will partner to construct and provide ongoing library services a1 the Center. 

3. Ii_rm. Th is Iv!emorandum of Understanding becomes effective upon the date last executed by the 
duly authorized representatives of the parties and shall sunset automatically at the earlier of the 
following: 36 months, or upon execution of a lease for library services at the Center. 

4. Center Construction. 

a. The City shall provide all funding for construction of the Center including space to be 
dedicated for library services. This shall include finishes such as \Nalls, doors, windows, 
lighting, power, fiber, flooring, mechanical, built-in circulation desk, book shelving and 
other necessary finishes for a move-in ready space. The City shall also provide for all 
support facilities including parking, restrooms and access. The City shall include County 
staff in design review meetings to permit input on library space design and shall allow such 
staff periodic access as needed during construction to properly plan for implementation. 

b. County agrees to provide input on design of the library services area and to fund and 
procure all necessary equipment, furnishings (except as noted in paragraph 4.a.), reading 
materials, electronics and other supplies that in their professional opinion as library 
operators ar·e needed for initial set-up of the library at the Center. 



5. Lease. It is anticipated that City and County will enter into a. lease for ongoing operations of a 
library at the Center. The lease will address in detail the following roles and responsibilities: 

a. City Responsibilities: The City sha!l provide designated space for library services which 
shall minimally include a library, staff office, storage room and one meeting room. City 
shall also provide space in the communications room of the Center for equipment needed 
to support the County's .network connection related to library services; and at City's sole 
expense ongoing custodial, security, utilities, grounds maintenance, parking, restrooms and 
shared access to non-exclusive spaces for programming as needed and available for 
ongoing operations of the library at the Center. 

b. County Responsibilities: The County shall fund and provide all necessary staffing, 
equipment, furnishings, reading materials, electronics and other supplies that in their 
professional opinion as library operators are needed for ongoing operation of the library in 
the Center. County staff will also be responsible for facilitating any infonnation 
technology/network connections for County operations at the Center. 

c. Other Conditions. City and County agree to cooperate on the development of programs 
that will provide best efficiencies and effectiveness at the Center overa!E City and County 
shall collaborate on grants that require owner as applicant. 

6. Irrevocable Pledge. City and County mutually agree th;it work shall be undertaken immediately in 
reliance upon this MOU and as such,. the commitments made herein can be reasonably relied upon 
by the citizens of Marion County. This pledge shall not survive beyond theTerm of this MOU. 

7. Applicable Law. The construction, interpretation and enforcement of this MOU shall be governed 
.by the laws of the State of Florida. 

8. Entirety of Agreement. This MOU represents the entire and integrated agreement between the 
parties concerning the substance of this MOU and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations 
and agreements, whether written or oral. 

9. Severability. Should any portion of this MOU be determined to be illegal or unenforceable, the 
remainder of the MOU shall continue in full (orce and effect, and either party may renegotiate the 
terms affected by the severance. 

10; Appropriations. All obligations of County created by this MOU are conditioned upon the 
availability of funds that are appropriated or allocated for the purposes contemplated by this MOU. 
County shall have the final authority as to what constitutes ah annual appropriation and the 
availability of funds necessary to continuefimding the obligations of this MOU. If such funds are 
not allocated and available, this Agreement may be tenninated by County at the end of the period 
for which funds are available. 

INTENTIONAL PAGE BREAK- SIGNATURES FOLLOW 



IN WrTNESS \\'HEREOF, the parties to this MOU through their duly authorized representatives 
have executed this MOU on the dates set out below, and certify that they have read, understood, and agreed 
to the terms and conditions of this MOU as set forth herein. 

CITY OF OCALA, a Florida municipal 
corporation 

j I 

By _,// vt)/l-1___, -
fostin ;-#ii,, City Council Pcesifo>< 

City Council Approved: -~ · d0..2 / 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
.MARION COUNTYY, FLORIDA 

jl~~) 
B(*r~-1--.··----
Jef( GOid, Chairman 

BCC Approved: --::)(:. Y\l.l\£i,,.CL1 fi Cl. Q\ 
I I 

Approved as to form and legality 
,.6 V'I~ ./ 

/ ~--- &(/ ,:(/<~ 
-------·~--------

Russell G. Ward 
Assistant County Attorney 
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~~.··'. _________ _ 
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