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Agenda

1. Economic Element Bring Back

2. Parks Level of Service (LOS)

3. Redlines

4. Next Workshop
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Economic Element Redline-Bring Back
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Parks Level of Service (LOS)



Park Acreage
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Park Type
Acreage 

within county 
inventory

County 
managed 

acres

Neighborhood 131.1 89.0

Community 297.5 235.0

Sportsplex 199.2 282.6

Memorial 6.2 6.2

Special Use 108.5 222.0

Water Access 22.0 93.5

Total 764.5 928.2

County managed acres total 928.2
*Regional parks and greenways excluded
from Park LOS calculation due to majority
of land being large tracts of preservation or
conservation with minimal recreation

Current LOS – Park Acreage Based
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Current Level of Service Standard: 

2 acres of park area per 1,000 residents

(Based on 2016 PRMP)

Year Population Park Acres Needed Acreage Actual LOS
2025 429,600 928.2 859 2.16
2030 468,700 928.2 937 1.98
2035 503,500 928.2 1,007 1.84
2040 534,100 928.2 1,068 1.74
2045 562,500 928.2 1,125 1.65
2050 587,900 928.2 1,176 1.58

Source: Acreage from Marion County GIS Data Center, 2024, and PRMP, 2016; Population from University of Florida’s BEBR Projections, January 2024

Deficient by 
2030



Proposed LOS – Park Acreage AND Amenity Based
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- An amenity-based LOS approach measures

the quantity of amenities per population

- Can be an effective method to meet the

various interests of the residents versus just 

acreage-based standard

Example
- 1 basketball court per 15,000 residents
- 150,000 residents require 10 basketball

courts

Marion Amenity Based LOS – Common amenities
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Amenity Standard*
Demand

Existing
Surplus/(Deficit)

2030 2040 2050 2030 2040 2050

Basketball courts
1 court per 

15,000 residents
31 35 39 11 courts (20) (24) (28)

Court sports -
Tennis, pickleball

1 court per 
60,000 residents

8 9 10 17 courts 9 8 7 

Diamond Fields -
Baseball, Softball

1 field per 
11,000 residents

42 48 53 46 fields 4 (2) (7)

Equipped Play Area 
(Playground)

1 area per 
9,500 residents

49 56 61 23 areas (26) (33) (38)

Rectangular Fields -
Football, Soccer, Multi-use

1 field per 
14,000 residents

33 38 41 12 fields (21) (26) (29)

Swimming Pools
1 pool per 

110,000 residents
4 5 5 0 pools (4) (5) (5)

Volleyball Court
1 court per 

57,000 residents
8 9 10 7 court (1) (2) (3)

Source: Parks and amenities from Marion County GIS Data Library, 2024; level of service standards from National Recreation and Park Association, 2024

*Standards are national level and can be customized to fit the needs and feature of Marion County



Proposed LOS – Park Acreage AND Amenity Based
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Natural amenities
- Marion County features many passive park space that residents desire and could be activate
in the future and the hybrid approach is more holistic for the community

Open space requirement
- Per FLUE policy 2.1.4, residential developments are required to include a minimum of 350
square feet of open space per unit

Private recreation

- Private communities fill a gap in service to serve residents but are not always open to all

Although amenity and acreage deficiencies will be realized by 2030, 

additional factors to consider include:

Park LOS Examples
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LOS with amenities included

Sumter County*: Amenity based LOS, unincorporated areas exempt

Nassau County*: Amenity and acreage-based LOS including:
• Community parks 3.35 ac / 1,000 pop
• Regional parks 10 ac / 1,000
• Beach access 0.25 ac / 1,000
• Boat facilities 0.40 ac / 1,000

Citrus County*: The County shall adopt the following level of service standards for new 
development for park facilities: 
• Parks (County/City) - 3 ac /1,000 pop
• Regional (Federal/State) - 10 ac /1,000 pop
• Boat Ramps - 1 lane / 5,000 pop



Acreage-based LOS

Levy County*: 2 ac / 1,000 pop

Broward County*: 3 ac / 1,000 pop

Lake County*: 4 ac / 1,000 pop

Pasco County* and Polk County* use a 
quantity of population per park that varies 
based on park type 

Park LOS Examples
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Alachua County*: varies by park type:
- Improved activity-based recreation sites

(0.5 ac / 1000 pop)

- Improved resource-based recreation sites
(5.0 ac / 1,000 pop)

St. John’s County* varies by park type:
- Neighborhood (2 ac / 1,000 pop)

- Community (3 ac / 1,000 pop)

- Regional/Open Space (20 ac / 1,000 pop)

Benefits and Approaches of the Proposed LOS
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Impact fees may be used to begin collecting 
funds to drive these improvements

Tourism

Expanding existing facilities with needed amenities 
is a cost-effective approach to fill in the gaps and 

create more recreation opportunities. 

Fun and budget friendly way to keep kids 
active and occupied

Citizen quality of life



Impact Fees Examples
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Impact Fees Examples
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Redlines

FLUE Redlines
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Recreation and Open Space Element Redlines
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Full redlines in separate agenda file

Conservation Element Redlines

18

Full redlines in 
separate agenda file



Next Workshop:
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Date
• Monday, June 9th, 2025
• 2:30pm - 4:30pm

Topics
• Definitions
• Concurrency
• Bring backs: Stepdown,

Transportation, PSA, ESOZ
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Question and / or comments?
Blair Knighting, AICP

Blair.Knighting@kimley-horn.com

904-828-3900


