ORDINANCE NO. 25-

AN ORDINANCE OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO
THE MARION COUNTY BUILDING CODE; AMENDING CHAPTER 5.5,
ARTICLE II, SUBSECTION 5.5-33 APPLICATION FOR PERMITS;
AMENDING SUBSECTION 5.5-40 SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR
RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES IN AREAS WITH R-1 ZONING
CLASSIFICATIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
FOR REPEAL; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN CODE; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida Statutes,
conferred upon counties the authority to adopt regulations designed to promote the public health,
safety and general welfare of its citizenry; and

WHEREAS, the Marion County Building Safety Department has recommended changes
to the Marion County Building Code to the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County,
Florida in order to address concerns with regards to exempted activities; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners desires to amend Chapter 5.5 of the
Marion County Code in furtherance of the foregoing recitals;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of County Commissioners of
Marion County, Florida, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 5 of the Marion County Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended, and is
set forth in its entirety below, with deletions reflected by strike-threugh-type, and additions
reflected by underscored type, to read:

ARTICLE II. -- BUILDING CODE

Sec. 5.5-33. - Application for permits.

(a) (FBC 109.3) Building permit valuations. When, in the opinion of the building official, the
evaluation of building, alteration, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing systems
appears to be underestimated on the application, the permit shall be denied, unless the applicant
can show detailed estimates to meet the approval of the building official. Permit valuations
shall include total cost, such as electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing equipment and other
systems, including materials and labor. The permit valuation may be calculated using the Latest
Building Valuation Data published by the International Code Conference or other applicable
model code organization, at the option of the building official.

(b) (FBC 105.3) Application forms. The application for any permits required by the Florida
Building Code shall be made to the Marion County Building Official on forms to be provided
by the building official. No person, firm, or corporation shall allow the use of its name to obtain



a permit, except, however, a certified or registered building contractor or registered business
organization may authorize or designate persons to apply for permits by filing with the building
official a written, notarized statement indicating the relationship of the named persons to the
contractor or organization and is authorized to procure permits and sign required documents in
the name of said contractor or organization and indicating the competency number of the
contractor or registered business organization. An agent of a contractor may not sign a
contractor certification of compliance with wind resistance provisions of the code form.

(c) (FBC 105.3.2) Permitting privileges. In the event a permit has expired or any inspection or

other fees are delinquent, or in the event a contractor fails to obtain any necessary inspections
before a permit expires, the building official is authorized to refuse to issue any new permits
to such contractor. One or more extensions of time, for periods not more than ninety (90) days
each, may be allowed for the permit. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable
cause demonstrated. Extensions shall be in writing by the building official.

(d) (FBC 105.6.1) Revocation of permits. The building official is authorized to suspend or revoke

a permit issued under the provisions of this code whenever the permit is issued in error or on
the basis of incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete information, or in violation of, or not in
conformity with any ordinance or regulation or any provisions of this code.

(e) (FBC 105.4.1.5) Warranty disclaimer. The inspection or permitting of any building, system or

®

plan by the jurisdiction under the requirements of this code shall not be construed in any court
as a warranty of the physical condition of such building, system or plan or their adequacy.

(FBC 105.4.1.6) Rules of construction. The rules set out in this section shall be observed,
unless such construction is inconsistent with the manifest intent of this chapter. The rules of
construction and definitions set out here shall not be applied to any section of this chapter
which contains any express provisions excluding such construction, or where the subject matter
or content of such section would be inconsistent with this section.

(1) Generally. The provisions of this article shall be liberally construed in order to effectively
carry out the purposes of this article. Terms used in this article, unless otherwise
specifically provided, shall have the meanings prescribed by the statutes of this state for
the same terms.

(2) Text. In case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of this division
and any figure or illustration, the text shall control.

(3) Delegation of authority. Whenever a provision appears requiring the building official or
some other officer or employee to do some act or perform some duty, it is to be construed
to authorize the building official or other officer to designate, delegate and authorize
professional level subordinates to perform the required act or duty unless the terms of the
provision or section specify otherwise.




(g) (FBCI105.2) Building. . The provisions of the Florida Building Code shall apply to the
construction, erection, alteration, modification, repair, equipment, use and occupancy,
location, maintenance, removal and demolition of every public and private building, structure,
or facility or floating residential structure, or any appurtenances connected or attached to
such, building, structures, or facilities. Additions, alterations, repairs, and changes of use or
occupancy group in all buildings and structures shall comply with the provisions provided in
the Florida Building Code, Existing Building. Exemptions shall be determined by the
legislature and provided by law. The following rules have been established for
unincorporated Marion County based upon Section 105.2 of the Florida Building Code, and
requires proper licensure through the State of Florida and/or Marion County Department of
Building Safety in the proper trade category:

Permits are required for the following:

1. Residential inground/above ground pools
ii.  Demolition including mobile home removal
iii.  Gas-natural or propane other than like for like water heater replacements
iv.  Irrigation system up to the back flow device
v.  Residential Electric other than like for like water heater replacements, repair
of outlets up to 25 amps, repair of switches up to 25 amps, repair of lights
or fans of up to 25 amps, low voltage wiring and security alarms
vi.  HVAC change out over $2,500 (materials and labor)
vii.  FL DCA Pre-fabricated sheds over 160 sq. ft.
viii.  Any structural beam changes
ix.  Prefabricated temporary structures over €160 square feet ermere (gazebos,
prebuilt sheds, etc.) that are not metal container boxess

The following types of-R permits shall not be required for the followine: below described scope of

work:

Gas:
1. Portable heating appliance.

2. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make
such equipment unsafe.

Mechanical:

1. Portable heating appliance.

2. Portable ventilation equipment that does not alter the manufacturers equipment
approval or make it unsafe.




3. Portable cooling unit.

4. Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment
regulated by this code.

5. Replacement of any part that does not alter i#2s—the manufacturers equipment
approval or make it unsafe.

6. Portable evaporative cooler.

7. Self-contained refrigeration system containing 10 pounds (4.54 kg) or less of
refrigerant and actuated by motors of 1 horsepower (0.75 kW) or less.

8. The installation, replacement, removal or metering of any load management control
device.

9. Installation, replacement, or removal of any programmable or analog thermostat.

10. Repair or replacement of a duct branch, provided the new branch meets the FBC
Energy Code requirements.

Plumbing:

1. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe, provided-—-however
thatif including the replacement of anv concealed trap, dram pipe, water, 5011 waste
or vent pipe
sam%w%h—new—ma%eﬂa-l not te—aeeeed greater than ten ( 10) hnear feet—sueh—wer—k

2. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures and
the removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve
or require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.

3. Repair or replacement of existing plumbing fixtures and appliances, including:

i. dishwashers,
1. kitchen and bathroom faucets,
1. sinks (vanity tops), and
1v. water closets.
v. like for like water heater replacements

4. Point of use, in-line filtration systems including under-sink Reverse Osmosis
systems—n-tine filters.

5. Repair or replacement of gas appliances by licensed plumbing/gas contractors.

6. Repair of irrigation system not greater than 10 linear feet of pipes and/or sprinkler
head replacement.

7. Repair/replacement of residential pool equipment other than a pool heater.

8. Repair/replacement of shut-off valve on a domestic water line.

9. Repair/replacement of residential under sink disposal.




Structural:

a. FL DCA Pre-fabricated sheds 160 sq. ft. or less

b. Pre-fabricated accessory structures less than 160 square feet or less.

c. Non-bearing Slab-On-Grade not exceeding 1000 sq ft.

d. Replacement of rain gutters.

e. Repair of stucco or vinyl siding less than 100 square feet.

f.  Like for like minor roofing repairs and patch work according to Florida Building Code

(Existing Roofing-Subsection 1511.1.1) that does not exceed 25 percent of the total roof
area or roof section, or 100 square feet, whichever is less of any existing building or
structure in any 12-month period.

g. Interior replacement or repair work to cabinets, countertops, and trim work, all types of
painting and other types of non-load bearing finish work.

Electrical:

1. Replacement of communication cabling.

2. Repair or replacement of existing electrical fixtures and devices up to 25 Amps, including;

i. dishwashers,
il. receptacles,
iii. light switches,
iv. light fixtures, and

v. Ceiling fans when using existing device boxes.

vi. Changing of fixture boxes, i.e. Light box to fan box, etc.

3. Change out of air conditioning equipment provided it is of the same electrical,
cooling/heating and capacity/amperage.

4. The following low voltage (under 90 volts) devices:

i. Telephone
1. Television
iii. Data Cable

1v. Central Vacuum

v. Burglar Alarm

vi. Intercom System

5. Repair or replacement of time clocks.

6. Like for like water heater changeouts with breaker sizes up to 60 amps.

(h) (FBC 201.4) Words not defined.



(1)

(1) Words not defined herein shall have the meaning stated in the Florida Statutes or other
nationally recognized codes, or other documents, manuals or standards adopted elsewhere
in this article.

(2) In case of a conflict in definitions or codes, the appropriate definition (or code) to be
applied shall be the one applicable to the trade in question. In case of a conflict between
different parts of this code; conflicts within the same code; or conflicts between codes;
the more stringent requirements shall apply.

(FBC 202) Words Defined.
(1) Abandon or abandonment.

a. Termination of a construction project by a contractor without just cause or proper
notification to the owner including the reason for termination.

b. Failure of a contractor to perform work without just cause for ninety (90) days.

c. Failure to obtain an approved inspection within one hundred eighty (180) days from
the previous approved inspection.

(2) Addition. An extension or increase in floor area, number of stories or height of a
building or structure.

3) Approved. Acceptable to the Building Official.

4) Alteration. Any construction or renovation to an existing structure other than repair
or addition.

(5) Assessed value. The value of real property and improvements thereon as established
by the county property appraiser.

(6) Authorized agent. A person specifically authorized by the holder of a certificate of
competency to obtain permits in his stead.

(7) Board. License review board, unless otherwise specifically stated.

(8) Building component. An element or assembly of elements integral to or part of a
building.

9 Building shell. The structural components that completely enclose a building,

including, but not limited to, the foundation, structural frame, floor slabs, exterior walls
and roof system.

(10) Building system. A functionally related group of elements, components and
equipment, such as the electrical, plumbing and mechanical systems of a building.

(11) Certification. The act or process of obtaining a certificate of competency from the
county through the review of the applicant's experience and financial responsibility as
well as successful passage of an examination.

(12) Certificate of competency (certificate). An official document evidencing that a
person is qualified to engage in the business of contracting, subcontracting or the work
of a specific trade.

(13) Certificate of experience. An official document evidencing that an applicant has
satisfied the work experience requirements for a certificate of competency.



(14) Certificate of occupancy (C.O.). An official document evidencing that a building
satisfies the requirements of the jurisdiction for the occupancy of a building.

(15) Certified contractor. Any contractor who possesses a certificate of competency
issued by the Department of Professional Regulation of the State of Florida.

(16) Change of occupancy. A change from one building code occupancy classification
or subclassification to another.

(17) Code enforcement officer. Any authorized agent or employee of the County
whose duty it is to ensure code compliance including license and permitting
investigators.

(18) Commercial building. Any building, structure, improvement or accessory thereto,
other than a one- or two-family dwelling.

(19) Cumulative construction cost. The sum total of costs associated with any
construction work done to a building or structure either at one (1) time or at different
times within a specified period of time.

(20) Demolition. The act of razing, dismantling or removal of a building or structure, or
portion thereof, to the ground level.

(21) Examination. An exam prepared, proctored and graded by a recognized testing
agency unless otherwise implied in context or specifically stated otherwise.

(22) Farm. For the purpose of qualifying for exemption from the provisions of the
Florida Building Code per FBC 104 (c), farm means the land, buildings, buildings,
support facilities, machinery, and other appurtenances used in the production of farm or
aquaculture products.

(23) Farm product. Any plant, as defined in S-581-011, or animal useful to humans and
includes, but is not limited to, a product derived therefrom.

(24) FCILB. The Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board.

(25) Imminent danger. Structurally unsound conditions of a structure, or portion thereof,
that is likely to cause physical injury to a person entering the structure: or, due to
structurally unsound conditions, any portion of the structure is likely to fall, be carried by
the wind, or otherwise detach or move, and in doing so cause physical injury or damage
to a person on the property or to a person or property nearby: or, the condition of the
property is such that it harbors or is inhabited by pests, vermin, or organisms injurious to
human health, the presence of which constitutes an immediate hazard to people in the
vicinity.

(26) Inspection warrant. A court order authorizing the official or his designee to perform
an inspection of a particular property named in the warrant.

(27) Intensification of use. An increase in capacity or number of units of a residential or
commercial building.

(28) Interior finish. The preparation of interior spaces of a commercial building for the
first occupancy thereof.



(29) Licensed contractor. A contractor certified by the State of Florida or the local
jurisdiction who has satisfied all state or local requirements to be actively engaged in
contracting.

(30) Like for like. Replacement of an existing improvement or component part with a
component part of the same type and in the same location (example: replacing an
electric water heater with another electric water heater in the same location).

(361) Owner's agent. A person, firm or entity authorized in writing by the owner
to act for or in place of the owner.

(3+2) Permit. An official document authorizing performance of a specific activity
regulated by this chapter.

(323) Permit card or placard. A document issued by the jurisdiction evidencing
the issuance of a permit and recording of inspections.

(334) Registered contractor. A contractor who has registered with the Department
of Professional Regulation of the State of Florida pursuant to fulfilling the competency
requirements of the local jurisdiction.

(345) Remodeling. Work which changes the original size, configuration or
material of the components of a building.

(36) Residential building. Any one- or two-family building or accessory structure.

(37) Roofing. The installation of roof coverings.

(38) Shall, may. The word "shall" is mandatory; "may" is permissive. The word "shall"
takes precedence over "may".

(39) Spa. Any constructed or prefabricated pool containing water jets.

(40) Specialty contractor. A contractor whose services do not fall within the categories
specified in F.S. § 489.105(3), as amended.

(41) Start of construction:

a. Site. The physical clearing of the site in preparation for foundation work including,
but not limited to, site clearing, excavation, de-watering, and pilings.

b. Building. The removal, disassembly, repair, replacement, installation or assembly of
the building, structure, building system or building components in whole or parts
thereof.

(42) Stop work order. An order by the building official, or his designee, which requires
the immediate cessation of all work and work activities described in the order.

(43) Structural component. Any part of a system, building or structure, load bearing or
non-load-bearing, which is integral to the structural integrity, therefore, including but not
limited to walls, partitions, columns, beams and girders.
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(k)

)

(44) Structural work or alteration. The installation or assembling of new structural
components into a system, building or structure. Also, any change, repair or replacement
of any existing structural component of a system, building or structure.

(45) Substantial completion. Where the construction work has been sufficiently
completed in accordance with the applicable city, state and federal codes, so that the
owner can occupy or utilize the project for the use for which it is intended.

(46) Value. Job cost.
(47) Year. The word "year" shall mean a calendar year unless a fiscal year is indicated.

(FBC 105.4.1.7) Expiration of demolition permits. Permits issued for the demolition of a
structure shall expire sixty (60) days from the date of issuance. For a justifiable cause, one (1)
extension of time for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days may be allowed. Such request
shall be in writing to the building official.

(FBC105.4.1.8) Crawl space requirements.

(1) Prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, all structures having a crawl space shall
have the crawl space enclosed on all sides in accordance with this article.

(2) The enclosure material shall constitute a visual screen and be designed and installed to
provide continuous ventilation, to be securely fastened in place so as to prevent animals
from accessing the under floor of the structure, and to cover the intervening space
between the perimeter walls of the structure and grade level below. The enclosure
material shall be constructed of a tested and approved durable material such as aluminum,
pressure-treated wood, masonry, vinyl or other material normally used to enclose the
crawl space of structures. The enclosure material shall be installed in accordance with the
manufacturer's instructions, if available. If manufacturer's instructions are not available,
then the material shall be installed in accordance with the current building code.

(3) The crawl space shall be provided with access openings and proper ventilation as specified
in the Florida Building Code. Ventilation shall not be less than one (1) square foot for
each one hundred fifty (150) square feet of crawl space, or by design, whichever is
greater. All ventilation openings shall be protected with a mesh or perforation not larger
than one-half inch. Crawl spaces shall provide for drainage to prevent water or moisture
from accumulating in such spaces.

(4) Replacement or new enclosure material shall meet the same standards as set forth above.

(FBC 501.3 +65-4+49) Finished floor elevation. All habitable structures shall have a minimum
finished floor elevation eight (8) inches above finished grade and graded away from the
structure for storm water runoff. Exception: porches, patios, carports, garages, screen rooms
may be four (4) inches above finish grade. In areas outside of flood hazard areas as specified
in Marion County Land Development Code, this provision may be waived by the building
official upon department review of documentation or site inspection demonstrating adequate
site drainage.

(m) EBELH54410) Individual stormwater drainage plan. At the time of permit application, an

individual stormwater drainage plan must be submitted for all new structures or additions to
existing structures. The individual stormwater drainage plan must show compliance with
either the master drainage plan for the entire development, or when no master stormwater



drainage plan is on file, accepted stormwater design criteria as detailed in the Marion County
Land Development Code, and approved by the Office of County Engineer. In any case, the
individual drainage plan must show how excess storm water runoff, not absorbed or stored on
site, will be carried to an acceptable storm water retention area, when such a feature is
available, or existing drainage ditch.

(n) #EBEHO54+414H Stormwater runoff during construction. All stormwater runoff increases
during construction and following must be kept on site or directed to swales, ditches or piping
to approved drainage areas, as approved by the Office of County Engineer. Erosion control

shall be used to prevent uncontrolled runoff from the site.




Sec. 5.5-39. - Wind loads.

(FBC 1609.1.1) For purposes of compliance with Section 1609 of the Florida Building Code,
the following shall be the wind load criteria for Marion County, however, in no case shall the wind
load be below one hundred twenty thirty (326130) mph (risk category of buildings and other
structures are contained in Table 1604.5):

(1)  Figure 1609.3(1) Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, for Risk Category II Buildings and
Other Structures.

(2) Figure 1609.3(2) Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, for Risk Category III andFV Buildings
and Other Structures.

(3) Figure 1609.3(3) Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, for Risk Category IV Buildings and
Other Structures.

(4) Figure 1609.3(4) Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, for Risk Category I¥ Buildings and
Other Structures.

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY.



It is hereby declared to be the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County that
if any section, subsection, clause, phrase, or provision of this ordinance is held invalid or
unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be construed as to render invalid
or unconstitutional the remaining provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION 3. REPEAL OF ORDINANCES.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances, in conflict with this ordinance are, to the extent of such
conflict, hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. INCLUSION IN COUNTY CODE.

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, and it is hereby
provided that the provisions of this ordinance be incorporated into the Marion County Code of
Ordinances, that the sections of this ordinance may be re-numbered or re-lettered to accomplish
such intent.

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.
A certified copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the Secretary of State by the Clerk within ten
days after enactment by the Board of County Commissioners, and shall take effect upon such filing
as provided in F.S. § 125.66(2)(b).

DULY ADOPTED this day of , 2025.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA

KATHY BRYANT, CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:

GREGORY R. HARRELL
CLERK



