






2. Support People in Treatment & Recovery

(see letter B # 15 of Schedule B: Approved Uses)

o Amount Encumbered: $200,000

o Description: Funding has been encumbered for a future initiative aimed at providing

behavioral health support to Marion County employees and their families experiencing

co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders, including opioid use disorder

(OUD). While a provider has not yet been selected, the proposed project aligns with

approved uses under the Florida Opioid Settlement Agreement, specifically focusing on

hiring or training behavioral health professionals to expand evidence-based support

services.

This project will enhance access to confidential counseling, peer-support, recovery

case management, and other wrap-around services tailored to the unique needs of

public employees coping with the effects of opioid and substance misuse. The goal is to

foster a healthier, more resilient workforce by addressing behavioral health challenges

with a compassionate, comprehensive care approach.

o Service Provider/ Vendor: TBD

o Hiring: One Mental Health Provider

o Capital Outlay: N/ A

o Vehicle Purchases: TBD

Total Funding & Distribution 

Funding amounts outlined in the core strategies and approved uses above may be reallocated to 

one of the other specified core strategies/approved uses based on need. 

• Total Settlement Funds: $1,301,056
• Schedule A Allocation: $0
• Schedule B Allocation: $840,000
• Funds Available (for priorities outlined in plan): $396,004
• Administrative Funds: $65,052

Implementation Timeline {July 2025 - June 20261 

As of now, funds are expected to be distributed to Marion County Fire Rescue in quarter 2 of the 

fiscal year and funds have been formally encumbered for a mental health provider. Additionally, in 

FY25-26 Marion County will also work to determine how best to prioritize the remaining "funds 

available" in alignment with Exhibit A. 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Once the opioid settlement funds are awarded, our county plans to put in place a monitoring 

process to help ensure the funds are used appropriately. This may include regular reports, financial 

reviews, and checks to track progress toward the goals of the settlement plan. 

Conclusion 

In summary, Marion County's Opioid Abatement Plan represents a committed, strategic effort to 

address the opioid crisis with thoughtful, evidence-based initiatives tailored to our community's 

unique needs. As we move forward with awarding funds and implementing key programs, we remain 

dedicated to transparency, accountability, and collaboration to maximize the impact of these 

resources. 
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