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ORDINANCE 26–18 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE (LDC) 
RELATED TO ARTICLE 1, ADMINISTRATION,  DIVISION 2, 
DEFINITIONS, SPECIFICALLY RELATED TO TREES; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is authorized by general law, 
e.g., Section 125.01(h), Florida Statutes, to establish, coordinate, and enforce zoning and 
such business regulations as are necessary for the protection of the public; and  
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) has adopted a Land 
Development Code (LDC) as is required by Section 163.3202, Florida Statutes; and 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to LDC Section 2.4.3, the Land Development Regulation 
Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on this proposed ordinance amending the 
LDC on March 11, 2026; and    
 WHEREAS, pursuant to LDC Section 2.4.4, the Board of County Commissioners 
held duly noticed public hearings on this proposed ordinance amending the LDC on 
March 31, 2026, and April 22, 2026;     
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Marion County, Florida, as follows:     
 
 Note: Deletions are shown in strikeout text. Additions are shown in underscore text.  
 
SECTION 1.  AMENDMENTS TO THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE (LDC).  The 
following amendments to the LDC are hereby approved and adopted pursuant to Florida 
Statutes and the Marion County Land Development Code: 

A. Article 1, Administration, Division 2, Definitions, Specifically Related to 
Trees of the Marion County Land Development Code, Zoning, is hereby 
amended to reflect the attached revised language: 

See Attachment 1 (additions shown in underline text, deletions shown in strike-
through text). 
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SECTION 2.  CONFLICTS.  In the event that any provision of this ordinance is in conflict 
with any other county ordinance, the provisions of this ordinance shall prevail to the extent 
of such conflict.   
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.  It is hereby declared to be the intent of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Marion County that if any section, subsection, clause, phrase, 
or provision of this ordinance is held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be construed as to render invalid 
or unconstitutional the remaining provisions of this ordinance.  The Board of County 
Commissioners does not intend that this ordinance be held applicable in any case where 
its application would be unconstitutional, as a constitutionally permitted construction is 
intended and shall be given.      
SECTION 4.  INCLUSION IN COUNTY CODE.    It is the intent of the Board of County 
Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, and it hereby provided that the provisions of 
this ordinance be incorporated into the Marion County Code of Ordinances, specifically, 
the Land Development Code, and that the sections of this ordinance may be re-numbered 
or re-lettered to accomplish such intent.   
SECTION 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  A certified copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the 
Secretary of State by the Clerk within ten days after enactment by the Board of County 
Commissioners, and shall take effect upon such filing as provided in Section 125.66(2)(b), 
Florida Statutes.    
DULY ADOPTED this 22nd day of April, 2026.       

 
     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
     MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA  
 
     _______________________________________ 
     CARL ZALAK, III, CHAIRMAN     
 
ATTEST:   
 
____________________________  
GREGORY C. HARRELL 
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT         
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:   
 
____________________________  
MATTHEW G. MINTER 
COUNTY ATTORNEY         
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1 DIVISION 2. DEFINITIONS 
 

2 Unless otherwise expressly stated, for the purposes of this Code, the following terms shall have the meaning 
3 indicated herein. 

4 TREE, CRITICAL ROOT ZONE. The at grade and subterranean area adjacent and surrounding the existing tree’s 
5 trunk where the tree’s roots are located that provide stability and uptake of water and minerals required for the 
6 tree’s survival. The tree’s critical root zone, or ‘CRZ’, 

7 TREE, PROTECTION ZONE. The at grade and subterranean area surrounding the trunk of an existing tree or 
8 group of trees to be preserved, intended to protect roots and soil to ensure future tree health and stability. The area 
9 is defined by the extent of the tree’s canopy dripline. 

10 TREE, REGULATED. Any existing non-invasive non-exotic tree species that is 2010” diameter breast height 
11 (DBH) or larger, or any tree that was planted in compliance with an approved development order or to mitigate the 
12 prior removal of a Regulated Tree. Pine and Palm species are also considered Regulated Trees. 

13 TREE, SPECIMEN. A Live Oak with a 36” DBH or larger, a Southern Magnolia with a 24” DBH or larger or a Long 
14 Leaf Pine with an 18” DBH or larger; in viable condition as determined from a proper evaluation by a Certified 
15 Arborist or Landscape Architect and confirmation by the County Landscape Architect; and offers value due to it’s 
16 species type, ecological value, age, historic value, or other outstanding qualities. A comprehensive tree list is 
17 available from the County’s Landscape Architect. 
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DIVISION 2. DEFINITIONS 

Unless otherwise expressly stated, for the purposes of this Code, the following terms shall have the meaning 
indicated herein. 

TREE, CRITICAL ROOT ZONE. The at grade and subterranean area adjacent and surrounding the existing tree’s 
trunk where the tree’s roots are located that provide stability and uptake of water and minerals required for the 
tree’s survival. The tree’s critical root zone, or ‘CRZ’, 

TREE, PROTECTION ZONE. The at grade and subterranean area surrounding the trunk of an existing tree or 
group of trees to be preserved, intended to protect roots and soil to ensure future tree health and stability. The area 
is defined by the extent of the tree’s canopy dripline. 

TREE, REGULATED. Any existing non-invasive non-exotic tree species that is 20” diameter breast height (DBH) 
or larger, or any tree that was planted in compliance with an approved development order or to mitigate the prior 
removal of a Regulated Tree. Pine and Palm species are also considered Regulated Trees. 

TREE, SPECIMEN. A Live Oak with a 36” DBH or larger, a Southern Magnolia with a 24” DBH or larger or a Long 
Leaf Pine with an 18” DBH or larger; in viable condition as determined from a proper evaluation by a Certified 
Arborist or Landscape Architect and confirmation by the County Landscape Architect; and offers value due to it’s 
species type, ecological value, age, historic value, or other outstanding qualities. A comprehensive tree list is 
available from the County’s Landscape Architect. 
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