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ORDINANCE NO. 26 - __ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS; ADOPTING 
AMENDMENT 25-L01; LARGE-SCALE TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE FUTURE 
LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE MARION COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: 
 
  

25-L01, GOLDEN OCALA EQUESTRIAN LAND, LLC 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT TEXT AMENDMENTS: 

POLICY 2.1.28 – WORLD EQUESTRIAN CENTER (DEFINITION), 
TABLE 2-1 – SUMMARY OF FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATIONS, 

POLICY 10.5.1 – GOLDEN OCALA, 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP SERIES MAP 15.h – GOLDEN OCALA; 

 
 

PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 163, FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR 
FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR APPEALS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 
 WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1)(g), Florida Statutes, empowers the Board of County 
Commissioners of Marion County, Florida (“Board”) to prepare and enforce comprehensive plans 
to plan for and manage the development of the County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sections 163.3161 through 163.3215, Florida Statutes, the Community 
Planning Act, empowers and requires the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County to 
(a) plan for the County’s future development and growth; (b) adopt and amend comprehensive 
plans, or elements or portions thereof, to guide the future growth and development of the County; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, further 
considered all oral and written comments received during said public hearing, including the data 
and analysis packages; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Marion County Planning & Zoning Commission, acting as the Local Planning 
Agency, conducted an advertised public hearing on June 30, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., to consider 
Amendment No. 25-L01.  The Planning & Zoning Commission considered the Growth Services 
Department’s recommendation, received public comment, and made recommendations to the 
Board regarding the Amendment, including findings of facts related to: 
 

1. Whether the granting of the amendment will not adversely affect the public interest. 
2. Whether the proposed amendment is compatible with land uses in the surrounding areas. 
3. Whether the proposed amendment is consistent with Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, and 

the Marion County Comprehensive Plan, and 
  

WHEREAS, the Board conducted an advertised transmittal public hearing on July 21, 
2025, at 1:30 p.m., to consider Amendment No. 25-L01, the Growth Services Department’s 
recommendation, the Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendation, public comment 
received, and acted to transmit the Amendment to the Florida Department of Economic 
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Opportunity (DEO) and other designated agencies for review consistent with Chapter 
163.3184, Florida Statutes, and  

 
WHEREAS, the DEO and other agencies received Amendment 25-L01, and provided 

comments but had no objections regarding the proposed Amendment, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board conducted an advertised adoption public hearing on March 18, 

2026, at 1:30 p.m., to consider Amendment No. 25-L01, the Growth Services Department’s 
recommendation, the Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendation, the agency 
transmittal review responses received (if any), and public comment received, and acted to adopt 
the Amendment.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Marion 

County, Florida: 
 
 SECTION 1. LARGE-SCALE AMENDMENT APPROVAL.  The Board hereby approves 
the below-listed large-scale text amendment and authorizes the necessary amendment to 
Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Element Text attached hereto as Exhibits “A,” “B,” and “C,” 
and by this reference made part hereof, based on affirmative findings that the Amendment is 
compatible with the surrounding land uses, consistent with Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, and the 
Marion County Comprehensive Plan, and is not adverse to the public interest: 
 

Amend
. No. Applicant PROPOSED LARGE-SCALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TEXT 

AMENDMENT 

25 
-L01 

Golden 
Ocala 

Equestrian 
Land, LLC 

Future Land Use Element Policy 2.1.28 - World Equestrian Center 
(changes to the future land use designation definition) with 

corresponding change to Future Land Use Element Table 2-1 – 
Summary of Future Land Use Designations; and 

 
Future Land Use Element Policy 10.5.1 - Golden Ocala (changes to the 

non-residential uses and maximum entitlements) with corresponding 
change to Future Land Use Map Series Map 15.h – Golden Ocala 

 
 

 SECTION 2. APPEALS.  Any affected person may file a petition with the Division of 
Administrative Hearings pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Florida Statutes, to request a 
hearing to challenge the compliance of this large-scale amendment with Chapter 163, Part II, 
Florida Statutes, within 30 days following the adoption date of this ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining portions and provision of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 4. CONFLICTS.  In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the text 
of this Objective 3.3 Farmland Preservation Area, Policy 3.3.1, and any other county ordinance 
or part thereof, the provisions of this Objective 3.3, Policy 3.3.1 shall prevail to the extent of such 
conflict or inconsistency 
 
 SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This large-scale amendment shall not become effective 
until 31 days after the DEO, as the State Land Planning Agency, determines the Amendment 



 

 
25-L01 World Equestrian Center.  3  of 3 Adoption Ordinance  

adoption package is complete and no petition is filed by an affected party.  If the large-scale 
amendment is challenged within 30 days after adoption, the large-scale amendment shall not 
become effective until the DEO or the Administration Commission, respectively, issues a final 
order determining the adopted large-scale amendment is in compliance.  No development orders, 
development permits, or land uses dependent on this amendment may be issued or commence 
before it has become effective.   
 

SECTION 6. CERTIFIED COPY. A certified copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the 
Department of State by the clerk and shall take effect upon filing with the Department of State, 
subject to the limitation set forth above. 

 
SECTION 7. COPY ON FILE.  This original ordinance shall be filed with the Clerk of the 

Circuit Court and a certified copy of this ordinance shall be on file in the Marion County Growth 
Services Department/Planning & Zoning Division for public inspection. 

 
 DULY ADOPTED with a quorum present and voting, by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, this 18th day of March, 2026. 
 
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISIONERS 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 

CARL ZALAK III, CHAIRMAN 
 
ATTEST:  
 

GREGORY C. HARRELL, CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM AND SUFFICIENCY 
  

MATTHEW MINTER, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
 

Text Amendment to FLUE Policy 2.1.28 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
 

Amendment to FLUE Table 2-1 
(Reflects Amendment to FLUE Policy 2.1.28) 
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EXHIBIT “C” 
 

Text Amendment to FLUE Policy 10.5.1 
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EXHIBIT “C” CONTINUED 
 

Text Amendment to FLUE Policy 10.5.1 
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EXHIBIT “C” CONTINUED 
 

Text Amendment to FLUE Policy 10.5.1 
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EXHIBIT “DC” 
 

Text Amendment to FLUE Map 15.h 
 

 


