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To Whom it May Concern:

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 1s
focused on working with partner agencies, non-profit groups, businesses, and
residents to reduce human-bear conflicts. The primary driver of conflicts with
people is the availability of food for bears in communities, which is mostly in
the form of unsecured garbage. Since 2007, the FWC has provided over $2.1
million in cost-share funds to the 16 counties with the highest number of
human-bear conflicts. The cost-share aspect involves the FWC buying or
funding the materials or containers and the resident or business donating
their labor to install or operate the new equipment.

The funds have come from two different sources: Fish and Wildlife
Foundation of Florida using proceeds from sales of the Conserve Wildlife Tag
(CWT) specialty license plates and allocations from the Florida Legislature.

As of July 1, 2025, the FWC received a $100,000 CWT grant to cost-
share bear-resistant equipment. We would like to work with Marion County
and provide $25,000 to help fund bear resistant residential garbage cans and
dumpsters for Marion County residents to help reduce their human-bear

conflicts.

Sincerely,
Michael Orlando

FWC Bear Management Program Coordinator



